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Once a city that was 90% Polish, Hamtramck became the first Muslim majority city in America. Now, this new wave of 
immigrants aim to gain representation in city hall.

HAMTRAMCK, USA follows Kamal Rahman, a Bangladeshi candidate for Mayor, Fadel al-Marsoumi, a 23 year old Iraqi 
immigrant running for City Council, as well as the current mayor, Karen Majewski, Hamtramck’s first female mayor in the 
city’s 100 year lineage of Polish mayors. Throughout the election, candidates look to build support, coalitions, and 
partnerships across ethnic and religious lines.

Weaved into the election season, the film showcases the vibrant life, celebrations, and culture of those who call this city 
home. At the end of the election, regardless of who ultimately wins, Hamtramck will need to come together, with a new 
identity or the remaining fragments of the past, to face the many challenges ahead.

SYNOPSIS



“The first majority muslim city in the U.S., Hamtramck, Michigan is a vibrant community full of diverse cultures, 
languages, and customs. Walking through the lively town, you will hear church bells and calls to prayer ring out while 
children play in the streets. In a city where community comes first, we sought to answer one question - what does it 
mean to be an active and positive force in society? 

With HAMTRAMCK, USA, we aim to share our passion for this vibrant city and challenge the perceptions of the Muslim 
community in the United States. When researching the city, we were struck by how different the narrative was from how 
we experienced the community. Instead of colorful ceremonies and inclusive celebrations, the news outlets projected 
Islamophobic opinions and fears onto the city and its residents. 

Filming the story with a cinema verite approach, we gave the the city a platform to speak for itself, examining the 
community and its politics through the lens of a local election. We were lucky to be able to capture the essence of a city 
where so many contribute to the beautiful fabric of their society. We hope the film inspires audiences to explore the true 
meaning of multiculturalism in America and the rediscover the importance of being an active member in their 
community.”
 

- HAMTRAMCK, USA Directors, Justin Feltman and Razi Jafri

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT



SUBJECTS
KAREN MAJEWSKI
Karen Majewski, Hamtramck’s first female 
mayor in the city’s 100 year lineage of Polish 
mayors, is seeking her fourth term. She 
moved to Hamtramck in the 80's and has 
witnessed the city go from a Polish enclave 
to the Muslim-majority city of today. She 
owns a vintage shop on main street, 
showcasing fashion and jewelry of the past. 
She promises to run until she "sees 
someone capable" of running the city. 

KAMAL RAHMAN
Kamal Rahman is a community activist 
leading a grassroots political movement 
who kicks off his campaign with promises 
such as lowering water bills and free college 
tuition. He hopes to campaign across ethnic 
and religious lines but focuses on the 
Bangladeshi community in the primary to 
defeat Mohammed Hassan. 

MOHAMMAD HASSAN
Mohammad Hassan served 8 years on city 
council and is well established within the 
Bangladeshi politics of the city. Hassan 
declined to participate in the documentary 
outside of public events.

FADEL AL-MARSOUMI
At 23 years-old, Fadel Almarsoumi is the 
youngest candidate running. He is just 
about the only Iraqi family he knows of in 
the city and feels like an outsider. However, 
he is infinitely charming and sincere. He 
quickly gains supporters, not because of a 
shared ethnicity or home country, but 
because of his vision for a better 
Hamtramck.

ABRAHAM AIYASH
Abraham Aiyash, a young Yemeni 
community activist, who grew up with Fadel 
and helps guide him through the election 
process; reminding him who he is and what 
he represents. Abraham is ambitious but is 
content with helping his hometown first 



ABOUT THE CREW



RAZI JAFRI
CO-DIRECTOR/CO-PRODUCER
Razi Jafri is a Detroit-based documentary photographer and filmmaker 
whose work focuses on religion, race, politics, immigration, and the 
changing cultural landscape in America. His own experience as a Muslim 
immigrant has informed much of his work.

His current projects include HAMTRAMCK, USA, a film about democracy 
in America’s first Muslim majority town, located in Michigan, which will 
premiere at SXSW this year. His other project, LOYALTY, follows three 
Muslim chaplains as they navigate religious freedom and islamophobia in 
the US armed forces. LOYALTY is currently nearing the end of production. 
Razi served as a mentor in Kartemquin Films Diverse Voices in Docs 
(DVID) Fellowship. He has been awarded fellowships by Facing Change: 
Documenting Detroit, the New York Foundation for the Arts (NYFA), The 
Salzburg Global Forum, and most recently, the Knight Foundation 
Fellowship at the Sundance Film Festival.

Razi became a documentary photographer and filmmaker after a ten-year 
engineering career in the automotive and biomedical industries in order to 
pursue more meaningful work. Razi is an alumnus of the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn where he received a bachelor's degree in engineering.



JUSTIN FELTMAN
CO-DIRECTOR/CO-PRODUCER
Justin graduated from Pacific Union College, where he studied Film and 
Business Administration with a Marketing emphasis, building an 
understanding of the art and business of filmmaking. His Senior year, he 
produced the short film, HEAVEN, which took home the award for the 
school’s Best Senior Thesis.

Justin worked on several independent films, such as I AM and STRUCK 
BY LIGHTNING, as well as several documentaries, NAPA VALLEY 
DREAMS and CHECK IT. He has produced several short films, music 
videos, and a web series. He currently creates video content for 
nonprofits and small businesses throughout the DC area.



DOUG BLUSH
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Doug Blush is an award-winning director, producer, editor, writer and 
cinematographer whose work includes over 100 feature and television projects, 
and is a member of the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) 
as well as the American Cinema Editors (ACE). His recent credits include, as 
Supervising Editor, the 2013 Oscar-winning 20 FEET FROM STARDOM for which 
he also received the ACE Eddie Award for Best Documentary Editing, and the 
recent HBO documentary THE MUSIC OF STRANGERS: YO YO MA AND THE 
SILK ROAD ENSEMBLE, both from director Morgan Neville. He was Co-Editor 
and Associate Producer of Kirby Dick’s THE HUNTING GROUND in 2014 and 
the Oscar-nominated and Emmy-winning film THE INVISIBLE WAR in 2012. He 
also supervised the 2016 Sundance Audience Award and Emmy winning JIM: 
THE JAMES FOLEY STORY, now playing on HBO. Recent work as consulting or 
supervising editor include the Sundance documentaries THE MARS 
GENERATION, CHASING CORAL, and the 2018 Oscar-winning ICARUS, and 
earlier editorial and producing work includes the popular documentaries 
WORDPLAY, FREAKONOMICS, OUTRAGE, THESE AMAZING SHADOWS, and 
SUPERHEROES.

Doug co-owns MadPix Inc, a production and post-production company in Los 
Angeles dedicated to documentary and independent films. He is also a longtime 
film educator with classes and seminars at USC, UCLA, Syracuse University and 
the YoungArts Foundation in Miami, as well as exchanges and panels in 
Indonesia, Brazil, Armenia, Malaysia, Nigeria, China, the Netherlands and more.



LUTHER CLEMENT-LAM
EDITOR
Raised by school teachers in Lawrence, Kansas, Luther is a former 
internationally competitive fencer who got his start in film editing tour 
documentaries in the music industry. His work has been featured by 
such publications as Rolling Stone and Billboard.com. 

Having graduated from Northwestern University with an MFA in 
Documentary Media in 2017, his thesis documentary film portrayed the 
dreams of a Haitian immigrant, screening at l’Alternativa Barcelona and 
Oberhausen Short Film Festival. His short film, STAY CLOSE, premiered 
at Sundance in 2019, and made the Oscars 2020 shortlist for 
Documentary (Short Subject). He currently teaches film at Davidson 
College in North Carolina.



COLLEEN BURKE
COMPOSER
Colleen has been a founding member and player in a handful of 
acclaimed rock bands from the late 90’s until today in Chicago, New 
York and now back in her hometown of Detroit. She has toured round 
the world and made many records with We Ragazzi, Smog, Outrageous 
Cherry, Danny and the Darleans, Andre Williams and The Matthew Smith 
Group. 

Her first on screen collaborations date back to 2001. From 2004-2009 
she designed a unique sound experience for 5 of artist Simon Lee’s 
cinematic Bus Obscuras. She composed for Eve Sussman’s algorithmic 
noir digital installation White on White (2010), which is now owned by the 
Smithsonian. She has scored several shorts as well as the features, 
Interkosmos (2006), La Trinchera Luminosa del Presidente Gonzalo 
(2008), and The Drunkard’s Lament (2016) for experimental filmmaker 
Jim Finn. The soundtrack for Interkosmos by Burke and Jim Becker was 
released as an LP in 2007. Plans are currently being made to release the 
“strange revisionist musical” The Drunkard’s Lament as a soundtrack. 



CLICK HERE FOR FULL CREDIT CRAWL

https://www.dropbox.com/s/wlplzcmzsmznsd2/Hamtramck%20USA%20Film%20Credits.pdf?dl=0
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